
 
 

December 9, 2022 
Dear Parents, 
 
 This week, our class continued the “Holiday Traditions Around the World” unit to 
learn how different countries celebrate their holiday seasons.  On Monday, our class 
traveled to France, and the students learned that Pere Noel fills their shoes with 
candies and nuts on Christmas Eve.  The students also learned about the Yule Log that 
families eat for dessert on Christmas Eve.  The cake is shaped like a real log, but is 
made out of cake.  On Tuesday, our class traveled to Germany, and they learned that it 
is the gingerbread capital of the world!   They also learned about the tradition of 
hanging a pickle ornament in the tree, and der Weihnachtsmann delivers presents to 
children on Christmas.  On Wednesday, we traveled to Israel, and the students learned 
about the traditions of Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights.   They learned about lighting 
the 8 candles on the menorah, playing dreidel with chocolate gelt coins, and eating 
latkes.   On Thursday, our class traveled to South Africa.  They learned that Santa is 
called Sinterklaas which translates to Father Christmas.  We also learned that they 
open Christmas Crackers at dinner, just like the tradition from England.  Today, we 
traveled to India, and celebrated Diwali, which is also a Festival of Lights.  The students 
learned that they light diyas, have a big family dinner, and then watch fireworks.   
 
 We will continue our “Traditions around the World” unit next week.  The countries 
we will be visiting include the US, Myanmar, Australia, and Brazil.  If your family has 
special holiday traditions that your child would like to share, please send in a 
note/pictures about your tradition and we will share them with the class during our 
holiday travels. 
 
 Do you have any extra Holiday cards and envelopes at home?  If so, please send 
them to school for our Post Office play center.  In England, we learned about the 
tradition of sending holiday cards to friends and family, and the students are loving the 
opportunity to “mail” cards in our classroom mailbox.   You may see cards coming 
home in your child’s folder during the week, these are from their friends in our 
classroom.      
 

***Reminders*** 
December 10 – Emerson’s Pancake Breakfast 
December 22 – Class Holiday Party – 2:15pm 

December 23 – January 6 – Winter Break 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 


